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FISHBOURNE’S AMAZING GARDENS - “LAID OUT WITH LOUIS XIV FINESSE” 


formal gardens as “essentially a showpiece to show off the building to the amazement of 

visitors”. And amazing they must have been, not only to the Regni living in the area, but 
also to visiting Romans, for whom formal gardens had only become popular in the period of 
Hellenisation in the first century BC. No other gardens of this type have been discovered in 
Britain. 


S: said Professor Sir Barry Cunliffe, excavator of the Palace, who also described the great 


The formal gardens, of an impressive 
75,000 square feet or 7000 square metres, 
were irrigated by a complicated system of 
pipes fed by a spring and by runoff from 
the extensive roofs. Statues and garden 
furniture would have stood in the recesses 
of the box hedging lining the central 
pathway and when the water supply was 
turned on gentle streams would have 
bubbled up in stone basins laid around 
the paths. Approaching the steps leading 


The Palace as shown in David Rudkin’s guide up to the West Wing audience hall a large 
plinth, not shown in the _ illustration, 


suggests the presence of a great statue. It would be nice to think it may have been of 
Emperor Tiberius Claudius, saviour of the Atrebates, whose names Togidubnus adopted. 
Facing the East Wing would have been fruit trees and roses alternating with posts, a system 
widely used by the Romans. At the exterior angle of the North and West wings were the 
kitchen gardens, a common adjunct to private houses and villas in Italy. Did the Romans 
keep the grassy areas mown or long? Sir Barry says the evidence suggests that the grass was 
kept short. 

To the south of the site, in the small area not lost 
to housing and the main road, the Roman plants 
garden (right) gives visitors an idea of the variety 
of medicinal and culinary herbs, fruits and 
ornamental plants introduced by the 
conquerors, including figs, citrus fruit, grapes, 
broad beans, leeks, parsnios, thyme and 
acanthus. This garden was laid out in 1994 by 
Clare Ryley, then Education Officer at the 
Palace, who just happened to be a keen 
plantswoman and member of the RHS and the 
Garden History Society, whom the Director, 
David Rudkin, invited to research which plants would have been available to the owner of 
the Palace. She took up the task with enthusiasm and her work informed the stocking of the 
garden and led to her book Roman Gardens and their Plants published in 1998 —_> 
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and available in the Palace gift shop. Clare continued to work at Fishbourne until about 2004 
and then at Michelham Priory, another of the properties of Sussex Archaeological Society. 

How ever many gardeners would have been needed to maintain these extensive grounds? 
The present Head Gardener declines to make an estimate, commenting merely that slaves 
must have been cheap. Even with half the gardens lost under later construction it was not 
possible for him and a handful of casual volunteers to keep the remaining gardens in good 
order, so it was a relief when the Sussex Archaeological Society found the funds last year to 
take on two assistant gardeners. Their help, and that of the two regular volunteer ladies, Ruth 
and Lucille, has made a huge difference to the appearance of the site. The Friends have 
been able to contribute to this by financing the replacement of the log edging to the 
Roman garden and the installation of new explanatory panels which are expected shortly to 
replace the temporary ones seen in the picture on page 1. 

Sadly, the heyday of the formal gardens was but brief. The Palace was constructed 
between 75 and 80AD; the gardens must have been the last part to be finished. King 
Togidubnus, or whoever lived there, probably died late in the century when, according to 
Roman practice, ownership of the complex would have passed to the Emperor. The Romans 
did not perpetuate client kingdoms. In the next fifty years the Palace was converted into a 
still luxurious but much reduced villa centred on the west end of the North Wing. The 
imposing entrance hall of the East Wing, where the road from Noviomagus Reginorum 
(Chichester) arrived, continued in use for some time, slowly deteriorating. There appears to 
have been heavy traffic through the hall and across the central pathway of the gardens. 
Eventually the hall's roof collapsed and we have no idea of what happened there until the 
disastrous fire broke out in the late 290s, after which the site was never rebuilf. 

Now meet the garden staff: 


Martin Flux, Head Gardener 
Martin is responsible for the grassy areas, the beds, the picnic area, Roman 
garden and spoil heaps. He started his career as a trainee at Chichester 
Parks Department, then was Assistant Gardener at 
the University of Chichester from 1987-95, when he 
moved to Fishbourne. His only previous visit to the 
Palace was as a child at primary school. 


Michele Revrenna, Assistant Gardener 
Michele is Italian, from Vicenza. He studied land 
management in Italy. He and his fiancée, whom he has known since 
they were both 8, came to Brighton, then to Essex, then to Chichester. 
He got this job after responding to an advertisement in the Chichester 
Observer and started work at the Palace last summer. He also works at Petworth Park, former 
home of the Earls of Egremont and now a National Trust property. 





Lynne Napier, Assistant Gardener 
Lynne took a diploma in plants and garden history at Edinburgh 
University. Her speciality is plants of the Mediterranean, especially 
perfumed plants. Fishbourne was one of the six historic gardens i Britain 
and two in the Mediterranean area which she [im tas) 
studied. She met Martin Flux on her visit here. She 
has worked with plants for the past 20 years. 





The gardening team is complemented by Stewart 
Clarke, the handyman, who has worked at the Palace for four years. 
Stewart’s background is in buildings maintenance and bricklaying. He 
is responsible for the upkeep of all the buildings, walls, paving etc. 


What strikes the visitor talking to any member of the gardens team is their boundless 
enthusiasm and pride in what they are achieving, reflected in comments by visitors such as in 
February this year: “The gardens were amazing. | really enjoyed visiting.” And last November: 
“Il loved everything, but | really liked the outside”. & 
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NEWS OF THE FRIENDS 
The new committee 


Following the Annual General Meeting of 
the Friends in May the committee now 
consists of: 


Chairman — Chris Medlock 

Secretary — Anne de Potier 

Membership Secretary — Mary Haskins 
Treasurer — Paddy Thomas 

Committee members — Pat Barlow, David 
Martin, Joan Rundle 

Ex-officio - Guy Lockton (newsletter, 
website) 


A letter from the Chairperson 
Chris Medlock 


Dear Friends, 

1am delighted to 
introduce myself to you 
all as the new 
Chairperson of The 
Friends of Fishbourne 
Roman Palace. First 
though, | must extend my 
thanks to your previous Chairperson, Pam, 
who dedicated herself to the support of 
the group and the raising of funds to 
benefit this wonderful archaeological 
treasure. It would be remiss of me too not 
to mention Heather, who acted as 
Secretary for the past three years; her 
support and good natured efficiency was 
exceptional so | realise both Anne de 
Potier, the newly elected Secretary, and | 
have some big shoes to fill! 

Recently | was undertaking research for 
a project and uncovered some interesting 
statistics and commentary. The 
archaeology that was later to be named 
as Fishbourne Roman Palace was extolled 
in 1964 by The Times archaeological 
correspondent who described the site as 
the, ‘key to Roman Britain’. The 
excitement caused with the opening of 
the Palace to the general public in 1968 
saw over 250,000 visitors over the year. | 
realise that such new discoveries always 
exert our imagination but it is always of 
interest to know that the past continues to 
reveal new concepts and ideas and ways 
of ‘seeing’ the past and it is wonderful to 
consider that Fishbourne continues to 








welcome over 60,000 visitors each year 
and look at past research to garner new 
facts. 

What does that mean for us as Friends? 
Our continued support is much needed; 
the staff and volunteers ( | realise many of 
you are cohorts) provide the much 
needed backbone to the visitor 
experience making activity days 
outstanding but we also need to raise 
money to help with the research, 
conservation, management and public 
display of the many hundreds of artefacts 
that tell the Fishbourne story. | shall be 
consulting with you all in the near future to 
see what you think we should do to 
maximise our efforts as well as ask staff 
and volunteers to tell us what they need. 
We are a small group but we have passion 
and dedication and that itself can lead to 
marvellous things! 


Change of bank 
Paddy Thomas 


At the AGM on the 14th 
May | announced that 
we have a change in 
bank which has 
repercussions for those 
members who pay via 
Standing Order as a new 
Standing Order form will 
have to be signed and the old one 
cancelled. Mary Haskins, our membership 
Secretary, will be sending the new forms 
out shortly. Those that pay by Bank Transfer 
will also be provided with the new bank 
details. If any one wishes to change the 
way they pay their subscriptions to 
Standing Order or Bank Transfer please 
apply to Mary or myself and we will 
provide the details you will require. 


The History of the Friends 


Our readers will have received Pam 
Crowe’s magnum opus, ‘The History of the 
Friends’. Pam still seeks a copy of the first 
issue of this newsletter to complete her set. 
If you can help, please let any member of 
the committee know.’ @ 





NEWS FROM THE PALACE 
Dr Rob Symmons, Curator 


Thanks to a generous 
grant from its Friends 
organisation, Fishbourne 
Roman Palace has 
recently completed a 
comprehensive 
photographic survey of its 
mosaics and other 
archaeological features. The aim was to 
use overhead photography to create a 
highly detailed permanent record of the 
mosaics at a single point in time. This will 
provide a reference against which future 
condition surveys can be compared so 
that any changes can be objectively 
recorded. 

The survey was a more complex 
undertaking than might initially be 
assumed. The combination of large, fragile 
floors, and relatively low ceilings meant 
that it was impossible to position the 
camera far enough away from the floors 
without using a wide angle lens, which 
would introduce unacceptable distortions. 
A team from Southampton University and 
University College London overcame this 
by taking multiple images from a lower 
position, using a remotely controlled 
boom-mounted camera. These 
overlapping images were then pieced 
together to create a single composite 
picture. Specialized software 








automatically scaled and reoriented the 
individual images to create a seamless 
composite, as well as adjusting variations 
in brightness and contrast — a process that 
would have been all but impossible 
manually. It is a great use of innovative 
technology. 


This is the first time staff at the Palace 
have been able to refer to standardized 
orthogonal images of all of Fishbourne’s 
mosaics. It is a huge asset to our 
conservation programme, but is bound to 
be invaluable to future researchers, as well 
as having significant commercial or 
marketing potential. Thanks to the Friends 
of Fishbourne Roman Palace for making 
this possible. 


Ethical Disposals from the Palace 


As part of the on-going improvements 
to the collections at Fishbourne Roman 
Palace, the collections team are in the 
process of “disposing” of a significant 
quantity of Roman brick and tile. Disposal 
implies that material is being thrown away, 
but in this case every effort is being made 
to ensure that it stays in the public domain 
and continues to be used by other 
organisations for display and education. 

The 120 boxes of brick and tile in 
question have been identified as having 
no value for future research. They are, 
however, taking up valuable space and 
removing them from the store means that 
the Palace will be able to collect material 
with greater research potential into the 
future. 

Part of the procedure involves 
documenting the material affected, and 
records are being kept regarding every 
stage of the process itself. In fact, the 
Palace is following a sequence of steps 
defined by the Museums Association that 
ensure ethical standards are maintained. 

We are sure that this exercise will 
increase the relevance of our collections, 
while demonstrating a proactive and 
dynamic approach to collections 
managemert. 


My report to the Friends AGM - 
summary 


Performance: 

Visitor numbers for 2016 were fairly good, 
with just over 56,000 visitors through the 
course of the year. This was a little less 
than numbers for 2015 but more than in 
2014. We also were on target for income 
and expenditure, with the Property ending 
the year comfortably in the black. We 


have had a slower start to 2017, with visitor > 
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numbers about 1500 down on last year. 
This is partly because school holidays in 
different counties have happened at 
different times, which has had an effect 
on our educational visits and our family 
visitors during February and Easter 
holidays. 


Education & Events 

The education service continues to be 
well used by primary and secondary 
school children. Recently our focus has 
been on the new GCSE History syllabus 
and we have been working with local 
schools to establish Fishbourne as a good 
location for their Local Study element. 


Project work 

We are particularly pleased to have 
received funding from external sources for 
our three-part project to revitalise the 
lower end of the North Wing. The Headley 
Trust have promised £40,000 for the 
project, Ernest Kleinwort have given £5,000 
and the HLF have awarded us a grant of 
£10,000 through the Sharing Heritage fund. 
This money will support the widening of the 
walkway in this area, installation of a 
digital projection (using the old Chilgrove 
mosaic board), updating the interactive 
area and making the lower courtyard a 
more inspiring, but still flexible, Roman- 
themed space. 

After 8 years of work, we have finally 
cleaned all of the Fishbourne coins. Well 
done to Jacqui and her team for 
completing this monumental task! They 
are now as stable as possible and the 
detail of each coin is as clear as it can 
possibly be. We will be taking advantage 
of this by definitively identifying every coin 
and adding the information to the 
catalogue. A numismatist, Elena, has 
volunteered to do this as a research 
project. 


Research 


The “Building Roman Britain” project is 
coming to an end of its funding (although 
the results have been so interesting that 
analyses are expected to continue into 
the future). The project has suggested that 
the Palace's tiles were ALL made at Dell 
Quay. This is a surprise, since it had 
previously been assumed that specialist 
items, like pipes and flue tiles would have 
been made elsewhere and imported. 





Display 

“Nero’s Head” returned safely from 
Germany before Christmas, having spent 
several months at Trier Museum as part of 
their “Nero” exhibition. The exhibition has 
raised the profile of the object 
significantly, so we are currently looking 
into purchasing a special cabinet for the 
head, so it can be better displayed. 


Cleaning the mosaics 

A volunteer, Sarah Stanley, has been 
doing great work cleaning the “Shell 
Mosaic” in the North Wing. The work is very 
slow, but | hope you will agree that the 
results are fantastic! A kind donation of a 
scaffolding platform is enabling Sarah to 
clean areas of the floor that were 
previously beyond her reach. Once she 
has finished we plan to see whether a 
similar cleaning regime will have as great 
an impact on other floors. 








Summer at the Palace 


Britannia, the gladiators 
re-enactment group, 
return to the Palace on 
Saturday 1 & Sunday 2 
July, 10am-5pm 
portraying the wide 
range of people found 
in the fighting arena 
including soldiers, 
criminals, and slaves. 
They will be on hand to talk about their —» 
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equipment and life for gladiators in Roman 
Britain. There will be lots of hands-on 
activities for the whole family, including 
finding out about food, clothing, medicine 
and games in Roman times - and a 
chance to try your hand at netting a wild 
beast in the Gladiator School! 

The popular Big Dig, or ‘Have a Go at 
Archaeology’ returns from 22 July to 
4 August and the Summer Fun Days will 
take place on each of the five Thursdays 
in August with many kinds of activities for 
children. @ 


Breaking New Ground Conference, 
Lewes 
Rob Symmons 


lam delighted to announce that this 
year’s CBA South-East Annual Conference 
and AGM is now set for 7th October and 
will be hosted by Kings Church in Lewes. 
This year is a special one for CBA South- 
East as it marks our 25th birthday as an 
independent charity, and we have a 
stellar line-up to mark the occasion —-> 
with speakers including CBA Director Dr 
Mike Heyworth, Prof. Chris Stringer (British 
Museum), Prof. Carenza Lewis (University of 
Lincoln), Dr Matt Pope (UCL), and Dr Paul 
Bennett (Canterbury Archaeological Trust). 

The conference is a celebration of 
archaeological work undertaken in the 
south-east and beyond over the past 25 
years, and it promises to be a special 
event. The programme and ticket form are 
now available. See link 
httpo://www.cbasouth-east.org/wp- 
content/uploads/2015/01/CBASE_CONF17 
flyer.paft 

If you have any questions, please 

contact the organizer, Steve Cleverly 
(s.cleverly@icloud.com) @ 





British Association of Friends of 
Museums 

The BAFM One Day Conference & AGM 
will be held on Saturday 30th September 
2017 at London Transport Museum, Covent 
Garden, London WC2. 
The theme is Museums, Members and 
Friends: A harmonious relationship? We will 
explore the relationships between 
museums and their Friends’ organisations, 








against a background of a trend for 
museums to set up their own membership 
schemes. 

Participants will have the opportunity to 
look round London Transport Museum 
during the lunch break. The conference 
will conclude with a drinks reception at 
St.Paul’s Church, Covent Garden. On 
Sunday an optional programme of visits 
will be offered. Friends of Fishbourne are 
automatically eligible to attend. 


The new Regional Co-ordinators for our 
area — South East: Western Counties - are 
Jean Knight and Jayne Selwood. 


PALMYRA 


Bradford University are leading a project 
to help protect the world’s cultural 
heritage from damage by recording 
monuments digitally with laser scanning to 
create totally accurate 3D models. At the 
moment they particularly need 
photographs of Palmyra (Syria), Cyrene 
(Libya), Amatrice and Norcia (Italy), 
Bagan (Myanmar), Diocletian’s Palace in 
Split (Croatia), Drummonds Mill, Bradford, 
and Fountains Abbey (UK). They say “We 
can never have too many pictures, and it 
could be that yours are just the ones we 
need to fill the gaps and make the models 
work”. Uploading photos to the site is easy. 
Full information on this fascinating project 
can be found at 
www.visuadlisingheritage.org. 





Published by 
The Friends of Fishbourne Roman Palace 
Roman Way, Salthill Road, Fishbourne 
Chichester, West Sussex, PO19 3QR 
fishbournefriends@googlemail.com 
www.fishbournefriends.info 
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